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4D VE RTISEMEN T. 


ome of the following Letters to the Volunteers of Ireland, are too 


for this reaſon only ; that in order to guard againſt miſrepreſentation, 
there is a neceſſity to publiſh ALL. If any of them were withheld 


from public inſpection on account of their inſignificance, the fame 


© MALEVOLENCE which could advance a charge of criminality againſt 
their Author, before a ſingle letter had been ſeen in England, might 


put a different conſtruction upon the concealment, and might treat 


his as a GARBLED PUBLICATION from which the more offenſive 
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2 the FREEHOLDERS ff YORKSHIRE. 
Wien ' 


AVING been appointed by You a Member of 
| your Committee, and having been honoured 
with your confidence in a ſtation of ſtill greater 
Truſt, as Chairman of that Body, on each of theſe 
grounds I hold myſelf reſponſible to You for my 
conduct in every Political Tranſaction, in which it 
may be my fortune to take a part. In all ſuch 
caſes, my Conſtituents have a right to know what 
my actions have been, and what have been my 
reaſons for acting. 


"Burton is preſent occaſion, I am free to own. 
motives of Prudence are combined with a ſenſe of 
my Duty to You. - The Correſpondence I have 
held with the Volunteers, of -Ireland may be liable 


Aa. to 


- 


( iv | 
to MIS-REPRESENTATIONS as injurions to 


thoſe Generous Men as to myſelf. . Againſt theſe, the _ 


only means of protection is an unreſerved diſcloſure of 
all my Letters to the Volunteers. —Anxious, alſo, as 
I am, not to forfeit your good opinion, I feel that! 
cannot be happy, even in Your approbation, unleſs 
it be founded on 2 thorough knowledge of what 1 
have done. To Your inſpection, therefore, I ſubmit 
the following Papers; which contain the Queries 
propoſed to me by the Volunteers of Ireland on the 
intended Reformation of the Parliament of that 
kingdom, and the whole of my ſhare in the ſubſe- 
quent Correſpondence to which that Communication : 
firſt Pave riſe. 6 WERE 
„ account given by the Volunteers of the 8 
Repreſentation of the People of Ireland, exhibits 
Abuſes exactly ſimilar to thoſe which deform the 
Parliament of Britain; and which, if not corrected 
by National Interpoſition in each Conntry, appear 
but too likely to increaſe ; till they become the 
deſtruction of every valuable end for which Parlia- | 
ments were oy ordained. 1 5 


But mutilated as the Britiſh Conſtitution i is, it ſtill 
| extends to the "TONE __ and Privileges of 


great 


CES 
great Efficacy for the Preſervation of Livery. 
By a juſt and warrantable exerciſe of thoſe Rights, 
it has been Yout endeavour to Reſtore the Conſtitu- 
tion, in ſome degree, to the Vigour of its ancient 
State. And notwithſtanding repeated diſappoint- 
choad Your hopes of Succeſs are not extinguiſhed, 
Your. Zeal is not abated; on the contrary, the Re- 
volutions of this eventful year have only ſerved to 
convince Vou more clearly that Reformation is 
neceſſary, and that, by a ſteady adherence. to Your 


Pacific Plan, | it may finally be attained. Such 


were Four views in the formation of that Afo- 


ciation, in whoſe profecution You have perſevered 


with a conſtant uniformity, with an active but well- 
governed Zeal, which have gradually leſſened the 
Diſtruſt and Suſpicion of Your former Opponents, 
and induced many. of Them, by an extraordinary 
effort of candour, to concur with You in ſupporting 
the objects of Your Plan. Theſe are acquiſitions 
in which You well may triumph; they are the 
Conqueſts of Truth, Integrity, and Public Spirit; 
they are Victories, from which the Victors and the 
Vanquiſhed will reap equal honour and oo! ad- 
. | 1 0 B. f . 


+ | I 


For 


* 


arch 
ations 


( mn) 
For myſelf, ©. while" I have your approbation, I 
« ſtand pledged not to withdraw from the Public 
Service; and that approbation, I am perſuaded, 
will only be given to a conſtant perſeverance in 
Your legal mode of interpoſition. But whenever 
©] hall ſee the grounds of the Aſſociation ſhifted, 
<and'meaſures taken, that, in my apprehenſion, pro- 
« bably will lead to violence and commotion; or 
© whenever I ſhall be convinced; from the diſpoſition 
cf the Country in general, r that of this County 
6ein particular, that no Public Good is to be expected 

from Perſeverance; in each of theſe caſes IJ have 
„ pledged myſelf TO RETIRE.” -. Theſe were my 
| Declarations at a late and at a bannen Meeting of 
the County of Vork; and permit me to aſſure You, 
theſe were not Engagements ſlightly made, and 
meant as ſlightly to be broken; they were the 
effuſion of Sentiments which 1 had long conceived, 
and Promiſes to which my Conduct muſt exactly 
correſpond! By the breach of theſe Engagements, 
or the uniform Obſervance of them, my character 
will be determined in Your! judgment, either as 
A BAD CITIZEN—<LOR': AS ONE, WHO 
IN TIMES OF NATIONAL DISTRESS; AND 
ONES ENDEAVOURED | TO PREVEN T 


COM- 


Lou 
COMMOTION,. AND POINTED TO LAWFUL 
AND PACIFIC MEANS FOR PRESERVING 
THE LIBERTIES OF HIS COUNTRY. : 


I have the honour to be, 
Gentlemen, 


' Your faithful and obedient ſervant, 


| C. WYVILL. 
' York, Dec. 30, 1783. 
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T a ma of the 7 CanG of PREY] ap- 

pointed by the Delegates of Forty-five Volunteer Corps, 

aſſembled ar Liſburn, on the rt of eg. inſtant, held at Belfaſt 
the 9th of July, 1783, x 


Fiete. Lieutenant- Colinel Sudan MAN 15 the Chair. 


Onvunns; That the fullowing Letter, e Aue 
in the name of chis Committee, be forwarded to the highly 
reſpected Rev. Mr. Wyvill of Yorkſhire, encloſing a Copy of the 
Reſolutions of the Provincial Meeting of Volunteers of Munſter, 
and of the proceedings of the Forty- five Volunteer Delegates; 
aſſembled at Liſburn, on the iſt inſtant; reſpecting a Parlia- 
mentary Reform n; as alſo, a Copy of the Circular Letter written 
vince. | | Do; 22615 HEN 

9 5 
BELFAST, 19th July, 1 78 3 
Revikend 6 Gia 


FOUR marked attachment to che Rights of the People and 
the general proſperity of the Britiſh Empire, induce us 
eee the preſent great and momentous occaſion, 


— 


A | WO 


Li. $5412 


he Spirit of Freedom which pervades all ranks of People in 
Ireland, with the juſtice and wiſe policy of the Britiſh Nation, 
having removed for ever all poſſible cauſe of Jealouſy between 
the Siſter Kingdoms, and united us to Britain on the Baſis of 
equal Liberty and fimilar Conſtitution; it becomes the duty 
as it is the intereſt of each Kingdom to aſſiſt the other, in their 
endeayours to reſtore to its antient Purity and vigour, a decaye | 
enfeebled, and fickly Conſtitution, In. both Nations it is 
generally acknowledged that this great object can be attained by 
no other means but by a Reform of the Repreſentation; in Par- 
liament. In England the Meaſure has for the preſent r mi ſcarried, 
though ſupported by ſo Many, wiſe, honeſt, e great, and inde- 
pendent Men, and by a vigorous and glorious exertion of 1 many 
Shires, particularly that of York, We truſt, however, it has 
miſcarried only for a Seafon, and that the next attempts will 
prove ſucceſsful. Ireland has now taken up the Idea, and if we 
{ball be ſo happy as to ſee ſucceſs crown our efforts, we think 
conſiderable weight will be thereby added to the endeavours. of 
the Friends of the People in England; the People of the Two 
Nations united in purſuit of the ſame important object, muſt be 
not only powerful but irreſiſtible. The encloſed papers, which 
we requeſt you may peruſe, will; ;ſhew; how far, this,country has 
already gone in determining to procure a more equal Repreſenta- 
tion; the unanimous reſolutions of about Fifteen Thouſand 
Volunteers, already declared in a very few weeks, aſſure us that 
the Refolves of the Delegates of Ulſter, who are to aſſemble at 
DUNGANNON on the eighth of September 48 will be no leſs 
unanimous ; and we well know that what Volunteers (vaſt . 
numbers of whom are Freeholders) ſhall determine on, the other 
Freebolders, and People in general,” who are not Volunteers, will 
| _ and ſupport, by etery means in Quay power the Aged 
| Fathers 


Ll 


$4: 
| Fathers cannot differ from their Sons, reſpecting a mate on 


Which depends every We Une they mare hold dear for them- 
ſelves « or Welt Poſteticy, 7 Ai . 


That you may lee che very eat ſtate of AR pſd 
it is neceſſary to obſerve, that out of Three Hundred Members 
of which our Houſe of Commons confiſts, Two: Hundred and 
Twenty are rerurned by Boroughs} thoſe One Hundred and Ten 
Boroughs are divided into three Claſſes, 1ſt; Thoſe where the 
Right of Election is veſted in the Proteſtant inhabitants at large; 
2d, Thoſe where the Right of Election is veſted in the Chief 
Magiſtrate, Burgeſſes, and Freemen; 3d; Thoſe where the Right 
of KleQtion is confined to the Chief Magiſtrate and Burgeſſes, 

frequently not more in number than five or fix, and ſeldom 


1 exceeding ten or twelve. Almoſt all the Boroughs are either 


venal or corrupt, or implicitly obedient to the Arbitrary Will 
of their reſpective Landlords, who dictate to the Electors in 
the moſt abfolute manner, Thoſe Landlords daim; by preſerip- 
tion, a kind of property in the Boroughs, the patronage of which 

- they transfer by ſale, like an eſtate, and receive from eight to ten 
thouſand pounds for a Borough. A Seat for a Borough is gene- 
rally ſold for two thouſand pounds, ſo that every ſeven or eight 

years a Borough brings in four thouſand pounds to the patron. 


Unhappily for Ireland, our Counties alſo are too much governed 
by our Peers and Great Men, whoſe influence over many of their 
reſpective tenants is very great; and this conſideration has given 
riſe here to a doubt in the minds of many well-meaning Men as 

to the propriety of adding to the Number of Knights of the Shire; 

as CES now two great Families endeavour to divide between 
them the Seats for the County ; the others either remain neuter 
NET A 2 or 
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br join the Independent Latereſt. It js alledged, wers there: fl. 
| Sears for each County, fix great Families would divide them, and, 


1 


againſt ſuch a junction, the Independent Freeholders would not 
be able to make any effectual oppoſition. May we now entreat 
you, as a moſt important favour conferred not only on us but on 
this kingdom, that you may be pleaſed to favour ys with your 
ſentiments and advice as to the beſt, the moſt. eligible, and the 
moſt practicable mode of deſtroying, reſtraining, or counteraQipg 
this HYDRA of Cox RU TrIoN, BOROUGH-INFLUENCE ; that 


we may be enabled to lay your opinion before the Provincial 
Aſſembly of Delegates at Dungannon; and as gur laſt Meeting 


for arranging buſineſs previous thereunto, is fixed to be on the 
20th of AvgpsT, we hope you will be ſo obhging as to forward 
your reply ſo as to be with us about that time. Many apologies 


are due for this long addreſs, and for the very great trouble we 
have requeſted you to take; but we are young in Politicks and 


with for information from Men of more Wiſdom, Experience, 


and Abilities. This, however, we may venture to aſſert, that if 


we can only be directed to the heſt mode, the Maſs of the Inhabi- 
rants of Ireland is at this moment ſo completely alive and ſenſible 
to the Neceſſity of a well- digeſted Reform, that chere cannot re- 


main a doubt, that what it attempts, in conjunction with che 


virtuous part of England, will be effectual. The ſeyeral matters 
on which we have requeſted your Nen are thrown into one 


view in the following Queries: 


In. order te the Purity of Parliament, and to reſtore that 


Conſtitutional Controul which the nir Body ** 505 
over * ene, . ; | 


„ 
Iiſt, Is it neceſſary that thoſe Boroughs in which the Right 


of Election is veſted in a Few, which, in general, are at the 
abſolute diſpoſal of one or two perſons, ſhould be eee 
and in their moo the County amen increaſed? 


24, The Proteſtant Inhabitants confiſt of near one nations 
who return Three Hundred Members; would it be wiſe to in- 
creaſe the number of Repreſentatives for the kingdom art large ? 


3d, A plauſible objection, mentioned above, has been raiſed 


againſt an increaſe of County Repreſentatives; has that Fo 
much Rn ? And if 1 it has, is it remediable ? 


4th, Should he Right of Suffrage be extended ? If it ſhould, 
who are the proper objects of that Extenfion?  . _ 


- 5th, In order to guard againſt Undue Influence, would it be 
wiſe to have the Members returned by Ballot ? 


6th, Would not a limitation of the Duration of Parliaments to 
a ſhorter term than eight years have excellent effects? And 
9 it be leſs than Triennial? | 


=; It the abolition of the, EN8LAvED 8 Up 18 neceſſary, 


would it be equitable or Wee that they ſbould be in 
by the Nation 2 


*Y On the whole, what ſpecific mode of Reform, in the 
Repreſentation of Ireland, beſt ſuits your own ideas, conſidering 
5 ii tze 
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We requeſt you may be 
Chairman, © Lieutenant-Colonel Suarman, Liſburn.” 
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tlie ſituation of this country, and what are the ſteps 
conceive beſt adapted to effect that Reformation? 


ee 1 


have the honour 


* 


Wich che moſt pe 


# 


| Six, 
i To i# #4 «3 


* 
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Signed, by Order of Committee, hy His . 


A 

» 
— 
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which you 


ct your anſwer t 


rfect Reſpect, ! 


And moſt kuable ſervan 


"HENRY JOT, jun. 
SECRETARY of the ForTy-Frvs, 


4 119011 2 Jus 
CAME ITY TOY 


Burton-Hall, near Bedall, Yorkſhire, Aug. 3, 1783. 
. 


NN my return this day from London, I received your two 
letters, dated the 19th and 26th of July, ſtating groſs 
abuſes in the Repreſentation of the People of Ireland, and pro- 
poſing for my conſideration queries reſpecting the moſt adviſe- 
able mode of application for obtaining effectual redreſs. The 
Committee of Correſpondence at Belfaſt, have done me great 
honour, by aſking the opinion of ſo humble an individual on a 
ſubject of ſuch extreme importance to the whole Iriſh Nation. 
I am truly ſenſible alſo, they may have conſulted on this occaſion, 
many perſons in this country, better qualified by their experi- 
ence and ſuperior abilities, to ſuggeſt advice which may deſerve 
the. attention of the propoſed General Meeting of the Volunteer 
Delegates of Ulſter. But neither that reflection, nor the preſent 
affliction of my mind from the recent loſs of a very near rela- 
tion, ſhall diſcourage me from communicating to the Committee 
at Belfaſt my ſentiments without reſerve. I hold it to be my 
duty as a MAN, much more as YOUR FELLOW SUBJECT, to con- 
tribute the beſt aſſiſtance in my power, inconſiderable as it may 
be, to promote that political Reformation, without which the 
| happineſs of IRELAND cannot be ſecure. I undertake the per- 
formance of this duty with the zeal and alacrity of a moſt hearty 


friend ; 


z but fince my anſwer is not deſired at Belfaſt till the aoth 


10 


4 


it will be deferred for ſome poſts, in order that it may 


be formed on the fulleſt and moſt 
ſubject which I am able to 


1 


onfideration of the 


\ 


attentive c 


* 


9 


. 
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I am, Sir, with great reſpect, 
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Your moſt 
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Baurton-Hall, near Bedall, Aug. 15, 1783. 
STIR, | 


HE incloſed paper contains my anſwer to the queries 
which the Committee of Correſpondence at Belfaſt, have 
7 done me the honour to propoſe for my conſideration. 1 beg 
. the favour that you will take the earlieſt N to lay it 
before the Committee. 
4 ee ee e 
: . SIR, : 
. 155 oy Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
| N ” a, | 
> C. WYVILL. 
Lientenant Colonel SHARMAN, | 
Chairman of the Committee OY > | 
of Correſpondence at Belfaſt, n "I 


7 


( No. 1.) be eo 1 


Mr. WYVILI's Anſwer to the Queries propoſes | 
to him by the Committee of Correſpondence at Bel 722 


N all attempts by a Free People to improve the frame of 
their Legiſlature, it ſeems adviſeable, as much as may be 
poſſible, to preſerve antient foundations; and to ſuffer every part 
of the fabrick to ſtand, which is not abſolutely incapable of ſub- 
ſtantial repair. In my opinion it is unneceſſary and inexpedient 
to disfranchiſe the populous Boroughs in Ireland, in which the 


Right of Election is veſted in a few perſons. In ſuch Boroughs, 


a due extenſion of the Right of Suffrage is ſufficient to obtain 
every deſireable purpoſe— but all the little depopulated Boroughs 
ought certainly to be disfranchiſed, and their privilege of Par- 
lamentary Repreſentation ſhould be transferred to thoſe popu- 


lous Diſtricts which are unrepreſented, or whoſe ſhare of Repre- 
ſentation 3 18 inadequate. 


2. If in conſequence of the propoſed Disfranchiſement of the 


ſmalleſt Claſs of Boroughs, a ſufficient ſhare of the Repreſentation. 


can be transferred to the larger Diſtricts, it does not ſeem 


- neceſſary that the number of the Iriſh Houſe of Commons 


ſhould be increaſed. The Liberty of the Nation may be well 
protected by a Houſe of Commons, whoſe Members do not _ 
exceed three hundred, if thoſe Members be firmly connected 
with the Body of the Nation. But if from the paucity of 
Boroughs proper to be disfranchiſed, or from the influence 
of powerful Men intereſted to preſerve ſuch Boroughs, a ſufficient 


ſhare of the * cannot be transferred to the larger 


Diſtricts ; 
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Di.iſtricts; the preſent number of the Houſe of Commons in 


Ireland, compared with the elective Body, is by no means ſo 
large as to forbid any addition of Members. For what ſecures 
a Parliament in the intereſt of the public? pus ELECTION, AND 
A SPEEDY RETURN INTO THE COMMON MASS. A Senate thus 


conſtituted would inſtantly feel what the Community felt, and 
faithfully act according to the wiſhes of their Conſtituents, - 
Theſe are the eſſential requiſites in the formation and conduct of 


a Houſe of Commons, and where they are found, it is of little 
moment whether the Aſſembly conſiſt of three hundred perſons, 
or of any larger number not exceeding thoſe limits, beyond 
which it is not eaſy to preſerve order in a deliberative Aſſembly. 
On theſe grounds, it may be preſumed, that no ſolid objection 
to an augmentation of the Iriſh Houſe of Commons could be 
offered, even if the preſent Elective Body were incapable of 


increaſe: But ſince the time is perhaps arrived, or may not be 


very diſtant, when the Catholics of Ireland might be ſafely ad- 


mitted to a participation in the Right of Wed, the difficulty. 


wholly vaniſhes, 


z. Where property is very unequally diſtributed, Ariſtocratical 
Influence will be found to operate extenſively; and no means can 
be deviſed completely to guard the Community againſt the miſ- 
chievous conſequences of that Influence, without a breach of the 


laws of property, which hardly ever can be juſtifiable. But regu- 
lations may be framed, by which the danger from an exceſſive 
Power in the Ariſtocracy may be averted, and, in ſome tolerable 
degree, that ſhare of Influence may be obtained by the People, 


without which they cannot poſſeſs a Free Conſtitution, or have 


any ſubſtantial ſecurity that the true intereſts of the Nation will 


be ſteadily purſued by Government. Laws extending the Right 
B 2 of 
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of Suffrage to fit Claſſes of Men—prohibiting Bribery and 


| Expence at Elections—and facilitating the Voters acceſs to the 


place of polling—theſe are the moſt obvious. and effectual 
means by which the Commons may be protected againſt a 
domineering Ariſtocracy, without recurring to the deſperate 
expedient of an Agrarian Law, And fince the counties of 


Ireland are inadequately repreſented, and fince the natural 


luxury of the Rich, and the growing induſtry of the Poor, will 
combine to leſſen the Evil complained of, it ſeems adviſeable 
that the County-Repreſentation ſhould be remforced ; and at 


the ſame time, that every proper regulation to check the —_ | 
of OTE Influence ſhould be ere a Ef 


4- The Fourth Query Las been in ſome meaſure anſwered 
in reply to the Third. It ſeems not to admit a doubt that the 
Right of Suffrage ſhould be extended in Ireland but the diffi- 
cult part of the queſtion is, TO WHOM? Confcious as I am 
how delicate the ſubject is, I cannot however decline to give my 
ſentiments upon it with plainneſs and unreſerved fincerity. 


It is the right of mankind to be governed by their own 
conſent, given perſonally, or by Repreſentation. On this prin- 
ciple, all juſt Government has been originally formed. It was 
the principle on which our Saxon Anceſtors founded their Con- 


ſtitution; and though it muſt be admitted, that from the firſt 


introduction of a Deputed Aſſembly of the People in England, 
the principle never was ſtrictly adhered to, and that in fact 
the Right of Election was not univerfally enjoyed, even before 


the Statute of Pisfranchiſement, paſſed in the eighth year of 


Henry VI. yet the principle was {till appealed to, and, by a 


LEGAL FICTION, ſuppoſed to exiſt in practice. Such was the 


* 


b uw 1 
happy equality of mankind in the earlier ſtages of Society; ill 
exchanged, in my opinion, for the glare and glitter of a more 
ſplendid ſcene, where the loſs of the Political Happineſs of the 
MANY is poorly compenſated by the Pomp and Magnificence 
of a FEW. INDIVIDUALS. 


Foy countries » wink property is equally divided, or nearly ſo, 
it can hardly be ſuppoſed that the unlimited Right of Suffrage 
may not be eſtabliſhed,” If fuch an exception to all Political 
Experience ſhould occur, the circumſtances which could occaſion 
the limitation muſt be of a very extraordinary nature: But in 
States where property has been diſtributed with conſiderable 
inequality, ſome diminution of popular Privileges has uſually 
taken place—and in far the greateſt part of the GLoze, where 
the extremes of Riches and Poverty almoſt divide each Com- 


munity, thoſe Privileges have been trampled under the feet of 


their Tyrannical Rulers, and ſcarcely a veſtige of them is to be 
found. Even in theſe Free Countries of Ireland and Britain, 
there ſeems to have been' a culpable propenſity to contract 


thoſe Rights to a degree for which there was no ſufficient 


reaſon. The intereſts of mankind require that the baſis of 
Society ſhould be broad: The Rules of Juſtice require that 
their natural Rights ſhould not be taken away, but upon 
proof of miſuſage or Political Delinquency. I am ſatisfied, 
therefore, that where the Right of Univerſal Suffrage has not 
been found actually inconfiſtent with the pubbe ſafety, it ought 
not to be abridged. But in all caſes where the claims of indivi- 


duals are incompatible with the general good, the Privileges of a 


part of the Community muſt be poſtponed to the welfare of the 
whole. For the Law of Self-Preſervation 1s to Societies as it is to 
Individuals, an indefeazable Law; and by that Law Societies are 

juſti- 
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juſtifiable which eject from the full enjoyment of the Rights 
of Citizens, perſons to whom thoſe Rights could not be continued 
without danger to the Public. The Election Franchiſe may be 
conſidered as both a Privilege and a Truſt; and Men who have 
been found incapable of executing that Truſt in a manner not 
diſadvantageous to the Community, are unfit to remain inveſted 
with it. That Truſt may be as properly taken from ſuch Men, 
as by the conceſſion of the advocates for its wideſt extenſion. it 
may be withheld from women, minors, and perſons of ſome 
other deſcriptions. But Men, from whom this Franchiſe has 
been taken, ought to be permitted to renounce their allegiance: 
to che State, and to transfer it to another. If in that caſe they 
acquieſced under the deprivation without renouncing their al- 
legiance to the State, or even expreſſing any diſſatisfaction, their 
acquieſcence would amount to a tacit acceptance of virtual 
Repreſentation; and they would ſtill be eee as ee an 
to Des by Ar own u conſent. en n 


. 3 


* 3 in i whach this Cann, 10 An ent 
place, ſimilar reaſoning will determine to what claſſes of Men 
the Election Franchiſe ought to be reſtored, or may juſtly be 
refuſed. It ought to be reſtored to all who may be reaſonably 
expected to exerciſe it for the Public Good. This is indiſpu- 
tably clear; and it feems equally certain that it may be juſtly | 
refuſed to all to whom it would be unſafe to impart it; whom 

candour would judge moſt likely to miſuſe their privilege, and 
to be guilty of that political delinquency for which their 3 
e would be juſtifiable, 


_ Theſe 1 are alike applicable to the caſe of Britain and f 
of Ireland. In both Countries numerous claſſes of Men have been 
8 deprived 


. 
deprived of chis Franchiſe. But the liberal temper of che times, 
aided in each by ſome favourable concomitant circumſtances, 
has brought this queſtion to a ſerious diſcuſſion; - What Reſtora- 
tion of the Right of Election ought to be propoſed, or is fit to 


be eſtabliſhed ? The mere inequality of property alone, is by no 


means a valid objection to the moſt extenſive reſtoration. For 
if from the love of Order, Juſtice, and Liberty prevalent in the 
Lower Claſſes, and the meek and unambitious ſpirit of their 
Superiors, no material danger were to be apprehended from the 
influence of a wealthy Ariſtocracy, or from numerous and fre- 


quent Aſſemblies of the Populace; in ſuch circumſtances, not- 


withſtanding the unequal diviſion of property, the right of Suf- 


frage might be ſafely reſtored to the excluded Claſſes, and there- 


fore it ought not to be refuſed. 


14 Whether Ireland be a ity thus fortunately circumſtance d, 


or not, it behoves the Delegates of Ulſter to conſider with ſtrict 
impartiality. In what degree the manners of the Iriſh People 


are corrupt, to what extent the Property of their Country is un- 
- ., equally diſtributed, the Delegates will be_ moſt competent to 
| Judge. But if Ariſtocratical Power be found too predominant 


in the Counties of Ireland, under the preſent limitations of the 


Right of Election; as it is ſtated to be in the Letter of the 19th 
of July by the Committee of Belfaſt, the extenſion of that 


Right to Perſons in a ſituation of abſolute Dependence on the 
Great, would render their power wholly irreſiſtible. If the 
Capital contain a numerous and profligate populace, the periodi- 
cal Aſſembly of that populace for the purpoſe of Elections, would 
too probably produce tumults and all the wild and pernicious 
effects of frantic inſurrection. Evils like theſe would be more 


intolerable than thoſe abuſes which are now ſo juſtly complained . 
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| uad unleſs ſome eſſectual be were . peedily applied to 


them would lead Ireland through a ſeries of fatal . to 
bot its Conſtitution. * . 


Profining Ifeland to Be a country Ay i in 2 fituation, I 
cannot venture to recommend the Reſtoration of Univerſat 
Suffrage. In my opinion, the circumſtances here deſcribed muſt 
be confiderably altered, before the refufal of that unlimited 
Privilege can be thought unjuſt. At preſent, che utmoſt length 
to which the Right of Election there ſeems ſafely communicable, 
is to impart It to every claſs of Men, who, from the poſſeſſion of 
property to ſome ſmall amount, may be thought likely to exerciſe. 
their Franchiſe freely, and for the Public Good. To concede 
the Right of Suffrage in Ireland beyond that boundary, appears 
not conſiſtent with National Prudence, or the Safety of the Public ; 
and therefore, 1 m my apprehenſion, 1 is not required by Juſtice. 
In this opinion I am countenanced by the general practice of 
the Free States of Antiquity Lam ſupported by that of Modern 
Europe, and the more recent example of America. In the 
American Republics, property . is more equally divided, and the 
manners of the people are more fimple, orderly, and incorrupt 
than they are in theſe kingdoms; and yet, in them, ſome qualifi- 
cation of property has been, thought neceſſary to intitle inhabi- 
rants to the right of voting. In Maſl: achuſetts, and ſome other 
American States, the Landed Qualifica ion exceeds that of an 
Engliſh Frecholder. LT mould be lar ther confirmed in 
theſe ſentiments, if the excluded Claſſes diſcovered no anxiety to 
regain this important Privilege, even when it became the object 
of National Debate. For why ſhould the work of Political Re- 
formation be loaded with great, and, perhaps, inſurmountable 
difficukies, by ſtruggling to uti to the Non-EleQtors a Fran- 

chiſe 


un 1 
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By the Rule dene 8 all Perſons caving: Lee within 


che Counties, Cities, and Boroughs of Ireland would be com- 
prehended among their Voters; and to the County-Electors alſo 
would be added Perſons holding Land by, Copyhold, by Leaſe- 
hold for Life, or a Term exceeding thirty Years, wand in value 
woe, gonad e arc ogy 1 N 
By che ſame Rule it del Aa ec of amilar 
Wai ee in property, would be admitted to the choice of 
Repreſentatives, together with their PROTESTANT BRETHREN. 
It muſt be confeſſed that this conceſſion to Humanity and Li- 
beral Policy, could not be propoſed in Britain with any proſpect 
of Succeſs. But Ireland by granting a complete Toleration to 
Catholics, has diſplayed che true ſpirit of candour and equity. 


And on this great occaſion of reforming its Conſtitution, the 


| ſame. equitable ſpirit will naturally lead that Country not to 


.exchade. thoſe men from the primary Right of Citizens, by 
Whoſe aſſiſtance its own independence and dignity were obtained. 
The Catholics of former generations may have been juſtly de- 


graded from the Claſs of EleQtors; becauſe an ATTACHMENT 


Welfare of their Country, may then have formed an eſſential 


part of their religious Creed. But why ſhould Men, , whoſe re- 
: kgious opinions Me now deemed inoffenſive to the State, and 
_ therefore fit to be tolerated by Law, be thought unfit to concur 
with their Fellow- Citizens in the Election of Repreſentatives? The 
Eſtabliſhed Religion would be ſecure. as it is at preſent; becauſe 
Catholic Voters could not elect Catholic tc ators. However 


GC their 
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1 | 
their mode of Chriſtianity may be diſapproved; however ne- 
ceſſary it may be to oppoſe the re- admüſſion of chat Byſtem, as 
the Religion of our Country; and no perſon diſapproves it more 
completely, or would reſiſt its re· eſtabliſument more ſtrenuouſſy 
than the Writer of this paper; yet ſurely in matters of merely 
Civil Concern, the profeſſion of Errors acknowledged to be 
harmleſs to the State, ought not to be a diſqualification. Surely 
Chriſtians of every ſect may be admitted to enjoy thoſe, political 
| privileges, from which perſons, untinctured by any Religion are 
not excluded. If on this occaſion the Right of Suffrage ſhould 
be extended to Catholics, let them receive the indulgence, not 
from the inſidious clemeney of a Court, but from the friendſhip 
and magnanimity of their Proteſtant Fellow- Subjects, and the 
1 Libere of Ireland. ms be M the ane 
43 T3651 
09 5. „ Eletions dis Ballot Pri to hel ble In Mains 
where no undue Influence can be exerted, the concealment of 


5 


N the Ballot is totally unneceſſary. But where that Inffuence is 
ly Predominant, it ought to be reſiſted, not by a practice encou- 
: raging cowardly diſingenuity, and breach of promiſe ; but by 
7 open and honourable means; by means conſonant 22 Frath, 
75 . 5 | nn nad. on e pag: 1 ger 5 5 

1: | : 1 2160 mutt Bohrt 


2G: The vation! 7 Naias oaks to be limited to a 
ſhorter term than eight years. If it ſhould be found as practi- 
cable to obtain Annual as Triennial Parliaments, the preferente 
in point of efficacy ſeems due to Annual Parliaments. But the 
| beneficial effects of Triennial, or of Annual Parliaments will not 
be fo ſenſibly felt, till the Repreſentation has been meliorated, 

and ren have deen eee incorfupe and unexpenlive. ; 
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7 It would be expedient that a ſatisfactory compenſation 
mould be given by che Nation to the Proprietors of thoſe Bo» 
roughs which may be aboliſhecdl. Tf chis were underſtood to be 
che intention af the Public, a leſs animated oppoſition to che 
Disfranchiſement of Boroughs might be expected. But a more 
harſh mode of Reformation would dĩſguſt and exaſperate Indivi- 
duals; which would be extremely imprudent, when an expence, 
ſlight to a whole kingdom, might purchaſe their acquieſcence, 


and preſerve general harmony. Undoubtedly, a compenſation 
is what ſtrict juſtice does not enjoin; the Nation has an abſolute | 
right to revoke Privileges which are become injurious to its wel- 


fare; but in the view of equity, as well as: that of policy, this 
more lenient mode of correcting abuſes which time may have 


introduced, without any marked eee of the W 2 Pro- 


prietors, ſeems to be n e 


1 From che anſwers which links been ind + to ER former 
Queries, my opinion ref pecting the eighth and laſt Query, 1 
ſome meaſure might be collected. But the reply to the ala 
important Queſtion of them all ſhall not be leſs explicit than 
thoſe which have been already given. If then I had the honour 
to be delegated to attend the Meeting at er org _ my 
"ſent ideas on he 1 ——_ mes” 200; ; 

- 1ſt, To recommend with al the] en, che abolition 
of every ſmall and decayed Borough, and the gift of a reaſon- 


able compenſation to every perſon immediately affected by that 
act; with permiſſion to the disfranchiſed NR to vote at 


Elections for neee Counties: W 
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ad, To propoſe the re-inforcement of the Repreſentation by 

transferring to the Counties, the Capital, and conſiderable unre- 
prefented Towns, if there be ary fuch in Ireland, the Members 
taken from the disfranchiſed Borcughs ; and alſo by adding to 
them as many new Members as might be neceſſary clearly to 
turn the balance of Legiſlative Power in favour, of the Counties, 
principal Cities, and Towns, which: form the Body of the Nation, 


Fe een n e es l 


oY To füge — of Wan Right of Suffrage to 


: all Perſons paying Taxes in the Counties; Cities, and Boroughs; 


to all Copyholders and Leaſeholders for life, or a term exceeding 
thirty years, the yearly value of whoſe eſtates ſhall. be at leaſt 
forty ſhillings; and alſo the propriety of admitting Chriſtians of 
every denomination to the equal exerciſe of that moſt important 
Hoke, 1 2 3 - 


4 * * * . „ 
Sk lo WIe, 


7 th; To adviſe A Amer duration of. 8 prfrng 
_ comes goa to W if neatly; attainable :. 


opt And fo Hain the ad thaſs 1 in their 


| ful extent, to recommend the ſtricteſt prohibition. of bribery and 


expence at Elections, and regulations facilitating to the reſpec- 
tive voters the exerciſe of _ nin, | 
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Anett it eee appear to my mind, angſt 


practicable, fafe; and efficacious, in the preſent ſtate of Ireland, to 
reſtore to THE PEOPLE UNARMED,. THEIR JUST AND 


NECESSARY CONTROUL OVER THE; REPRESENTATIVE. 
ASSEMBLY. To ſome of the Delegates at Dungannon, theſe 


Propoſitions might appear not extenſive — To many 


522 


E 

ore, perhaps, * might ſeem too. extenſive to be at once 
ee with prudence. Having, therefore, offered theſe Pro- 
poſitions to the Meeting, I ſhould think it ill became me to ad- 
here to them with pertinacity. On the contrary, it would be 
more ſuitable to my very limited experience and imperfect 
knowledge of Iriſh affairs, and alſo more conducive to the ſuc- 
ceſs of the Great Cauſe, to ſubmit my opinion with deference 
to better informed judgments; and to accede to a leſs extenſive 
plan for a fubſtantial Reformation of Parliament, in favour of 
which a more General Concurrence of the Volunteers might be 
probable. - For that is the beſt Plan of Reformation, which is the 
——— ——— eee | 


The means on eee thoſe e or 1 | imptove- 
ments which may be deemed more ſalutary, are ſufficiently 
obvious. To reſtore a declining Conſtitution, is the duty, the 
intereſt, and the peculiar office of the Collective Body. Self-Re- 
formation is an odious taſk: to Corrupt Aſſemblies of Men, as it 
is to Profligate Individuals. A Degenerate Parliament will never 
ſeriouſly engage in that buſineſs, but from the impulſe of the 
People. By their active zeal the work of Reformation muſt be 
begun by their firmneſs and perſeverance it muſt be finiſhed; 
In a more tolerable condition of Parliament it would be ſufficient 
to ſtate an abuſe, and of its own accord an honeſt Houſe of 
Commons would immediately apply the proper correction: But 
when the mischief lies in the frame and diſpoſition of Parliament 
itſelf, it behoves the People not only to ſpecify their Grievance, 
bur to point out on what principle, and to what extent they expect 
redreſs. For if the popular complaint be well founded, Par- 
liament cannot be qualified to judge for the People with due im- 
partiality, nor diſpoſed ſpontaneouſſy to grant that Mode of 

| Re- 
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nnn which may appear beſt adapted to promote their 
happineſs. Hence proceeds the principal difficulty of this great 


enterprize. When the Claim of Independence was the object of 


purſuit, there was but one ſimple Propoſition. before each Pro- 
vincial Meeting; ; and in that Propoſition every Iriſhman was 
agreed. Tf the Volunteer Aſſemblies ſhould: deliberate a-part on 


the General Queſtion only, whether a Reformation of Parliament 


be expedient, there is little reaſon to apprehend any material di- 
verſity of opinion would ariſe. But if the Queſtion to be conſi- 
dered, ſhould be, what ſpecific Plan of Reformation is moſt fit to 


be propoſed to Parliament ?—The diſcuſſion of that Propofition, in 


many diſtin Aſſemblies, might unhappily divide the Volunteers. 
The Reformation of Parliament is an ample field of ſpeculation, 


in which the ſentiments of wiſe and good men may be widely: 


different: it is a ſubject of the higheſt practical importance on 
which: thoſe various ſentiments may be maintained with warmth 


and eagerneſs. In the progreſs of - thoſe diſputes the Provincial 
Meetings might form different opinions they might be heated 
hey micht be alienateil - che ill offices of artfub anch inrereſted 


Men might increaſe the diſguſt, till the formation of a Genera 
Union in favour of any ſpecific Plan, would become eliceedingty 


difficult, if not wholly impracticable. In order to guard againſt 


OF DELEGATES from every part of Ireland ſhould meet, and 
nine what that ſpecific Plan ſhould be. By ſuch a Meeting, 


the Union of the Volunteers might be completely preſerved ; 
and the application from TYaT Meeting for an effectual Redreſs 
of Parliamentary Abuſes would be preſented to Parliament 
With the weight and authority of the whole Collective Body. 
It s neeileſo to. add eee with. 


4% 


Such 
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Such is the judgment which I have formed on the moſt im- 
partial conſideration of the Queries tranſmitted for 'my opinion 
by the Committee of Belfaſt. I feel myſelf much honoured by 
the Gentlemen who have called forth my ſentiments on this mo- 
mentous occaſion ; by impoſing that honourable taſk upon me 
they have committed to my hands an important Truſt, which I 
am bound to execute with ſcrapulons fidelity, with conſcientious 
ſincerity. I am but too well convinced that what I have been 
able to ſuggeſt, deſerves not much of their attention. But the 
opinion now given has been formed and delivered under a ſenſe 
of duty. And if- this Communication offer nothing elſe which 
may be fortunate enough to meet their approbation, yet I am 
confident the Delegates of Ulſter wal een the e and 
webe en of aur: er | 8 


n A MAN I Graces wiſh es enjoyment of Liberty, i in its 

moſt ample extent, to MEN in every climate and country; but 

as a Fellow-Subject I am deeply and more peculiarly intereſted 

in the Welfare and Happineſs of IRISHMEN. When the Volun- 

teers of Ireland ſucceſsfully aſſerted the honour and indepen- 

dence of their Country, I rejoiced at its emancipation from an 
injurious controul. When they aboliſhed Perſecution, and gave 
Peace and Security to Millions of their oppreſſed Brethren, my 
heart concurred and approved the Deed. When they checked the 
corrupt profuſion of the Public Money, I joined with every Virtu- 
ous Man in applauding this prelude to a more important Refor- 
mation. To reſtore a ſinking Conſtitution is their laſt and greateſt 
labour. It is a taſk, whoſe difficulty can only be exceeded by 
the immenſe advantage reſulting from the performance. No- 
thing elſe can give permanent ſecurity to the freedom and pro- 
ſperity of Ireland. When the zeal and ſpirit by which the Vo- 
| lunteers 
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lunteers gained thoſe benefits to their Country, ſhall be relaxed, 
unleſs a Radical Reformation of Parliament ſhall have been firſt 
accompliſhed, the benefits themſelves will not be of long dura- 
tion: They will be loſt again, or they will be left under circum- 
ftances of Public Diſtreſs, in which enjoyment will be impoſlible. 
The miſchiefs of a factious and corrupt Government will be 
felt once more Miniſterial Profuſion will again ſeduce the 
Senate and impoveriſh the Community. In this ſtate of things, 
Liberty will be precarious, and Commerce and Induſtry will be 
undone. And then, when the poor Catholic is ſtarving for 
want of employment, Toleration itſelf will be to him a comfort 
of little avail. Even che joy excited in the public mind by the 
acquifition of Independence will ſoon fink and be loſt in the ſu- 
perior ſenſe of domeſtic miſery, But I truſt a different, and a 
far happier ſcene, is juſt ready to open upon Ireland. From 
the Vigour and Virtue of the Iriſh People, conducted by the 
| Wiſdom of their Delegates, a ſubſtantial Reformation of Parlia- / 
ment, with every national bleffing in its train, may ſoon be 
expected. Let them but perſevere in the ſame ſpirited,/temperate, 


| and legal conduct which (hitherto has marked their character 


with honour—let them be firm let them be unanimous—and 
in this juſt and neceffary undertaking; as in all che reſt, THE 
VOLUNTEERS OF IRELAND will command that ſueceſs 
which "ng ſa well deſerve. SAN 
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1 Burton-Hall, near ens Aug. 23, 1783. 
SIR, | | 

Ccording to your defire, my anſwer to > the Queries of the 
Committee of Correſpondence at Belfaſt, was tranſmitted 
to Licktenaht:Colond Sharman at Liſburn on the 15th inſt. 
But wiſhing to guard againſt a miſcarriage, which in the hurry 
of a General Election may be poſhble, I take the ey to 
ereus 1e wa a en of my anſwer. | | 


The Catheniittes of Yorkſhire 18 expected to meet about the 
end of September, when your letters, and the other papers 
communicated by your reſpectable Committee, will be laid 
before the Yorkſhire Gentlemen. I am firmly perſuaded they 
will rejoice at the Noble Spirit of Reformation which has ariſen 
in Ireland; they will ſincerely wiſh to their worthy Fellow 
Subjects complete ſucceſs: I truſt alſo, they will be moſt ready 
to cooperate with them in any legal mode which can be de- 
viſed, mutually to aſſiſt each other, in the laudable and neceſſary 
undertaking to obtain a ſubſtantial Reformation of Parliament, 
in Rap an wen 2 — of nde Great Britain. 


Re: 4 am, Kin, with great refpe, . 


*'Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


e 


C. WVVII I. 


HENRV Jov, Eſa; 1 7 8 
Secretary to the Committee . 
e at Belfaſt. 
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 FTER having tranſacted che buſineſs which the Meeting 

A at York on the firſt inſt. had intruſted to my care, I take 
the earlieſt opportunity to acknowledge your favour of the 12th. 
of September; and to offer to your reſpectable Committee the 
incloſed explanation of my ſentiments, e nn : 
of Catholics to the Right of Suff. | 


The papers which 1 bo 6 from you, 
together with my replies, were laid before the Vorkſhire Com- 
mittee on the firſt inſtant; and although no formal Reſolution 
was paſſed upon the occaſion, yet the Communication was re- 
ceived with every mark of cordiality; and I ſhould not do juſtice. 
to their ſentiments if I did not repreſent the Vorkſhire Gentlemen 
as zealous well-wiſhers to the Legal Exertions of the People of 
A for the RESTORATION of their tine 


For myſelt, 1 1 do ROS Pas rejoice at the ae es 
adopted by the Meeting at DN AN NON on the eighth of 
September. I truſt they will ſecure Unanimity to the Volunteers 
of Ireland, and enable the National Convention, with eaſe and 


regularity, to accompliſh a ſafe, but radical Reformation of che 
Iriſh Parliament. I am, S1R, | 


With great Reſpect, 


| Yaus moſt obedient ſervant, | 


F 


_ Henzy Joy, jun. Eſq. NT c. wrv I. 
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ſeems ee admitted in Ireland, that the Right of Suffrage 
ought to be extended to men of every claſs and denomina- 
tion, as far as the Public Safety will conveniently allow. But 
the V olunteers of Ulſter, when they reſolved to ſtop there, ated 
with much wiſdom ; at leaft in my opinion, to paſs that limit 
Would not be magnanimity—it would be ge Fee and 
, erit y * ef n „„ 6. 06 REGED 8 | 


From the PR commirunicadion of the Chalets of Belfaſt, 
it had been collected that the Catholics of Ireland out- number 
the Proteſtants, in the proportion of two to one; but the weight 
of property in tha Proteſtant ſcale was coneeived to exceed that 
of the Catholics in a much greater proportion. Hence the ſup- 
Poſition. that the Right of voting might be granted alike to 
Catholics and Proteſtants, of a certain Qualification in property, 
without transferring to Catholics an Influence. in Hlections that 
would be dangerous to the State. It is extremely probable 
that this calculation may be erroneous ; but fortunately, an 
 effetual method has been taken by the Meeting at DUNGANNON 
to procure authentic information on the ſubje, to be laid before 
che intended NATIONAL CONVENTION: For if on a Queſtion 
of ſuch infinite importance, a doubt remain on the minds of liberal 
and enlightened men, that doubt ought to be cleared up in a 
fatsfaQtory manner. When the proportion between the Pro- 

eas and Catholics of Ireland ſhall be aſcertained by accurate 
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eſticyaver of their comparative numbers and opulence, then it 
may be determined with due preciſion, how far the Right of 
n my” be oy ene, 
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That no RUDI of that b Right can bn ſafe, which would 


give to this Set of Chriſtians A PARLIAMENT AT THEIR DE- 


YOTION, ſeems too evident to need any diſcuſſion. I ſhall, * 
ſeruple to add, that in my judgment, no extenſion of 1 it can 


ſafe, which by placing Proteſtants and Catholics on nearly a 
level ſituation of power, would open a proſpect to Catholics of 
the future. re-eſtabliſhment of their mode of Religion. That 


would tend dire aly to rev ive thoſe religious animoſities, and to 

excite that {| pirit of rivalry and eager contention, which, 1 in the 
laſt century, diſtracted theſe Iſlands ; and which, after having 
deluged them both with blood, at laſt, were happily calmed and 
ſoothed 1 into tranquility under a Proteſtant Syſtem | of Govern- 
ment. The maintenance of that eſtabliſhmen, ; is the intereſt of 


every friend to the peace of theſe kingdoms ; z in chat more eſpe- 


cially, which in the principles and practice of Toleration has 
taken a Noble Lead: And every well-wiſher to the perpetual 
CONNECT ION of Ireland and Britain, « on the. footing « of "EQUAL 
Lizenty, under the ſame Prince, and Lmilar Conſlirutions, and 
if poſſible, to their ſtill cloſer UNION, muſt be anxious to guard 
againſt events, by which that UNION may be impeded, or chat 
CONNECTION may be infringed. It might be invidious, and! It 1s 


certainly ſuperfluous to enlarge upon theſe. reaſons for a cautiqus 


re- admiſſion of Catholics to the Right of Voting. But having 


| acknowledged the neceſſity of this caution, I with. to exhort the 
Volunteers of ULSTER not to be, deterred by vain, imaginary 


fears—but to impart to their Catholic Brethren, the Right. of 
79 1 in chat degree which may now . label communi- 
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hl 1 
cab d ſo to extend their Conceſſions hereafter, as future 


experience may prove to be compatible with the Peace, the Li- 
berty, and the eſtabliſhed Government of Ireland. 


I cannot cloſe this paper, without declaring my conviction, 
'that the meaſures which have been hitherto adopted by the po- 
pular Meetings in Ireland and Britain, for the Recovery of their 
reſpective Rights, are ſtrictly conformable to Law and the 
Conſtitution. But however legal or conſtitutional they may 
be, they are unuſual meaſures, out of the ordinary courſe of the 
Conſtitution, and only fir to be reſorted to in caſes of great 
neceſſity. I, therefore, by this extraordinary interpoſition, a 
ſubſtantial Renovation of the Conſtitution ſhall be obtained 
either in Ireland or in Britain, it will be expedient, in my judg- 
ment, that no farther conceſſions from Parliament be preſſed, 
in this mode, by the Collective Body in either this or that king- 
dom, till the effect of the New Regulations ſhall have been fairly 


tried, and popular Interference ſhall have been found c once more 
to be 9 e þ 


. ci \ Britain, my opinion to this effect has been already declared; 
and I ſhould be much deficient in the candour and fidelity 
| which are due from me to the Volunteers of Ulſter, if adhering 
too ſcrupulouſly to the letter of their Queries, I ſhould decline to 
offer to their conſideration, what, perhaps, may be materially 
conducive to the Peace and Happineſs of their Country. 
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Burton-Hall, November 13, 1783. 

SIR, Mw. 
"AM much honoured by your letter of October 11, conveying 
1 to me the Thanks of the Ulſter Committee of Correſpondence, 


for Communications which they are pleaſed to think uſeful, on 


the ſubject of a Parliamentary Reform, I beg leave to trouble 
you, to aſſure the Committee, I value their approbation very 
highly; and I ſhall ever conſider it as one of the happy circum- 
ſtances of my life, that in their opinion, I have been able to con- 


tribute, in however ſmall a . to che n of IRISH. 
LIBERTY. 


I FTT 


account of the Proceedings at Dungannon, and the Specific 


Plan which is intended to be laid before the NATIONAL CON 
VENTION, now aſſembled at DoBLI N. For the reſult of the 


Deliberations of that Meeting I look with a confident expectation 
of ſucceſs, but not unmixed with anxiety. The interpoſition 


of the People by an extraordinary National Delegation, though 
perfectly legal and regular, and abſolutely neceflary to reſtore 
their Free Conſtitution, is yet a new and an untried meaſure; for 


the right conduct of which, PRECEDENT can furniſh no afliſtance. 


But without laying too much ſtreſs on the difficulties which may 
ariſe from Chance, or the artful management of Men who are 
Secret Enemies to the Reformation of Parliament, I cannot 
conſider the mere magnitude of the undertaking without ſolici- 
tude. On the wiſdom and moderation of the Delegates depend 


not 


* | 

not only the Liberties of Ireland, but in ſome meaſure the repu- 
tation and ſucceſs of Popular Aſſemblies m Britain, and in other 
Countries, in times, perhaps, far beyond the Age in which we 
live. Hence, on this momentous occaſion, anxious thoughts 
will unavoidably occur ; but when I recolle& the Prudence and 
Vigour diſplayed by the Volunteers in the courſe of their arduous 
Struggle for the Public Weal ; when I conſider the Juſtice of 
their Claims, and the Unanimity which appears_to pervade the 
General Body, my apprehenſions vaniſh ; and the Succeſs of 
the NATIONAL CONVENTION ſeems not to admit a doubt. 


That the event may happily correſpond with this expectation. 
is the fervent with and prayer of, Sir 


Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, | 


"A WYVILL. 


* 


Lieutenant-Chlonel SHARMAN, | 


liſking all my letters addreſſed, through Lieutenant-Colonel 
SHARMAN and , YOURSELF, to the Committee at Belfaſt. But 
before che publication of theſe papers I -wiſh- to know, whether 
the Committee have any objection to the appearance of their 
part of the Correſpondence at the ſame time. By an unreſerved 
dence, our views aud j intentions 


diſcloſure of the whole Correſi 
will be more diſtinctly under ood, and the means of fixing in- 
Jurious imputations on the Committee or myſelf, will be more 
_ effeQtually, removed. For theſe Rs, I with to 2 00 


2 
to receive from your reſpectable. Capunings, — 


reſult from the production e of their letters, 1 truſt they will con- 
ider this requeſt as inſtantly withdrawn. 
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| I am, S1R, with great reſpect, | 
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